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The owners of this
mountain retreat
wanted their new
home to tell a tale
of generations

gone by—and with
charming furnishings
and details,

they've succeeded.

By J
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ADD LIFE TO EVERY SPACE
and interior designer Lane Elisabeth Oliver's larest mountain crearion is
humming with life. Nestled next to the Blue River. the retreat is both tra-
ditional mountain ranch and Old English manor house. “The best way to
describe the house is a wonderful, charming sarprise.” savs Oliver, princi-
pal af Denver-based LEQ Interior Design

While the exterior of the home melds with the other existing buildings
on the nearly 650-acre property;, the homeowners wanted “an eclecric Old
English interior thar reflecred details of world mravel and years of harmo-
nious toom additions.” Oliver savs. Unlike readinonal new construcnon,
the home was built to suggest a small manor house whise footprint expand
ed through years of addirions, as if each generation left sts dstinctive mark
Improbable details abound—stone walls rucked nearly into the mnterior of









“I wanted all of the
furniture to have an
aged look to ir, like it
had been collecred over
the years, but I stayed
away from too many
antiques for the main
pieces; instead | chose
to focus on comfort,”

says designer Lane Oliver.

the grear room look like a previous generation’s exterior walls while numer-
ous narrow passageways lead guests through the home. The hurnishings
resemble a collecrion garhered over many generations. as if a Luropean
proneer F-1I11I|}' accumulated various treasures “l“”k-'. the way. "My mission
was 1o make the powerful spaces feel aged and intimate,” Oliver says, and
to find furniture thar was “dainry yer strong so thar it contrases with the
courthy and masterful architecture.” Ti ips to England. Scotland and France
inspired these design choices.

The ]i:pﬁ- ]'Llrn]‘-r ambience hg‘gl!h with the entry, w here FUeSLs are greet-
ed by an intimate fireplace and 4 pair of English-style Berpere chairs akin
turmiture Oliver encountered i England. *In my mavels, all the manor houses
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had these wonderful 1.51'1'1?[.1-.'!."\ near the front door .‘CL'IgI.JI..".HL‘-{I..llIEI.l warm them-
sefves alter a long journey.” she explams. Oliver kept fireplaces penite and sear-
ing arrangements intimate to draw guests in. Artwork, mugs: and accessories
with soft mellow tones enhance the rich, deep hues of the urmishings,

The designer caretully selected the furniture wirh an eye roward livakal

ity. “I wanted all of the furniture t have an aged look to it, like it had been
collecred over the years, bur | S.!._I}'l,‘l:i awiay FI'I.'II'I'| OO MY ;'||'|[1'.._'||||:-\. !..‘l:' the

main pieces; instead 1 chose to focus on comfort,” she says. Many of the
smaller chairs and accessories are aurhenric anniques thar add ro rhe Old
English charm of the hame, and each custom furniture piece is enhanced
with beautiful details. such as the playful tassels trimming the Jacobean
mspired dining room chairs from Ehanista. T chose fabrics with strong
rexture, playful, aged colors, and exciting trim details,” Oliver adds
Because entertaining is central o the homeowners” lives, Oliver
d{‘:-iigl‘h‘d all the spaces with FUEsSES in mind ||.'|:;1|_'T|‘|i_‘F with architect Jon
Gunson and contractor Rick Emarine, she tailored each space, including
primitive details that could be from the 19th-century, bur are updared for
entertuining large groups of friends in the 215t century, The great room
features a working fireplice where simple fare can be prepared, while sey
eral seating areas provide ample space for large groups. “Creating separare,
intimare spaces makes every niche useful and cozy” Oliver explains, The
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dining room was built long and narrow, reminiscent of an Old English pub
and complete with a pub-inspired able by Macrae thar seats 14, In the
kitchen. a large island anchors the space. while an 18th-cenrury French
walnur vaisselier houses a collection of antique toile plates used extensively

for the parties the family hosts. As with every derail in the home. nothing is
tow precious for everyday use,

A view of the river dominates the master bedroom, and intimate seating
arrangements keep it cozy. The custom four-posrer bed houses a hidden,
pop-up television that doesnt detract from the aged look of the interior
The master suite alse houses an alder-pancled library upholstered with a
mix of beautiful patterns and textures. “Mixing patrerns can be very inrerest-
ing and comforting if the proportions are considered and blended correctly”
Oliver explains. Even the books were selecred nor just for reading enjoyment,
but also for aesthetic appeal—once again proving even the smallesr derail
brings life to this mountain home.
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DESIGM DETAILS

Interior Design

LECY Inrerior Design
(303) 722-4288

Architecture

Custom Mountain
Archirecrs
(970) 453-6657

Construction
RickE ExMa
Infinire Scope. Ine
{970) 468-1367

For e information about
rfrq'}'nl..r:r.'!,i ini this homre,
vizt ColoradeHomesMag.com







