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seat area with plush cushions and draperies
that make it feel private and cozy. Red flows
from the living room through the dining
room creating a sophisticated, formal set-
ting.

The eat-in area oft the kitchen is
equally as sophisticated as the tormal din-
ing room. & built-in huteh was one thing
Oliver’s clients considered removing from
the home creating the potential for con-
struction mess. But Oliver, seeing that the
couple had beautiful antiques in need of 2
showplace, came up with a plan to keep the
hutch In place while making it feel like a
whole new piece of furniture. She inte-
grated the hutch into the design of the room
by giving il a distressed ebony finish that
matches the cane armchairs surrounding
the table. To give the intimate space a lift,
Oliver had the ceiling cove painted with an
ornate design sumilar to one the faux tinish
painter had photographed in ltaly “It hasa
bit of whimsy because of the crowns in the
corners,” Oliver savs. "But the design is in-
spired by something painted many vears
ago—its timeless,”

The same timeless fecling is reflected
in the sleeping quarters by incorporating
traditional-style furniture with bald, vet el-
egant palterns, “The master bedroom de
sign started with my clients” love for the
bed,” Oliver says. “Their old bed had a
heavy canopy, and they wanted something
light and open.” Oliver chose an oval table
to fit into the bay window area and added
an embellished skirt to warm up the stark
window space. A small curlo cabinet is an-
other example of furniture reused in the
new design.

Ohliver salvaged another important fur-
niture piece, a small writing desk with a
decorative pattern, and used it as the inspi-
ration for the guest room redesign. A
monachromatic paletie and delicate pat
terns on the fabric allow the desk 1o be a
tocal point of the room.

Throughott the project, Oliver focused
her attention on using the best pleces of
the homeowners' furniture, adding light
and color to gach space, and blending pat-
lerns W make dramatic changes without
dramatic construction. “The quick transfor-
mation was amazing,” Oliver says, And a
shining example of how to avoid the pitalls
of construction. but still achieve striking
and beautiful changes that leave a home
looking fresh and new: I
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